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Deer stone steles are anthropomorphic figures,
delineated by earrings, belts, weapon sects, and ,
sometimes with human faces, and elegantly carved
with stylized deer motifs. They have been interpreted a
depictions of revered warriors and chieftains whos
tattooed bodies may have resembled the individuals
found in the frozen early iron age tombs at Pazyryk in
the Altai Mountains.
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Stone mounds known as khirigsuurs
(kurgans) are often associated with
deer stones and date to the same
period, ¢a.1300-800BC. (Bronze
age)They were used for human
burial, grave objects were almost
never included.




At the end of the period of deer stone and khirigsuur, a
new culture appeared that can be identified by square
burials lined with stone slabs. Their graves are sometimes
found at the outer edges of khirigsuurs or deer stones and
occasionally used recycled deer stones as corner posts
and retaining walls. In Mongolia, square burials appear in
late Bronze and early Iron age, ca.1000 to 600 BC

The Xiongnu Confederation
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Xiongnu (&4)active from 3century BC to 4 Century AD, were
the first nomadic people who established a confederation in
present Mongolia and Inner Mongolia. Archaeological
investigation of the Xiongnus has revealed that the Xiongnus
originated from indigenous Early Iron Age groups south of
Lake Baikal, in present day northern Mongolia.




Massive cemeteries of the Xiongnus elite, with burials excavated
as deep as 15 or 20 meters below the surface, contain elaborate
internal chambers constructed from heavy wooden beams and
stone. Immediately above the burial chamber chariots have been
discovered. Inside the tomb chamber archaeologists discovered
gold, silver, and semi-precious stones and objects from every
day life such as horse riding gear, storage pots, grain and
remains of sacrificed cattle, horses and camels. Imported
artifacts produced in China, Central Asia and beyond are also
found.

Noin Ula site(i5EH 5+17), discovered by the Russians in 1920s
and published by #[F K4 is by far the most important and best
known burial site of Xiongnus chieftains.
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The Xiongnus created a
major state on the
present day territory of
Mongolia that strongly
influenced other regions
and peoples of Eurasia.
Their political, ideological,
and cultural precedents

E== 1 $H§EZEE1JQE|:|.;U37‘55/]L were later assimilated
WRIEBREAENE - B8 - Wl and developed by the
SRR ESE R ERE T28/M%E - imperial  Turks( 2% B ),
RESEBLMERL - RAERE Uyghurs( [a] #§ )and

%Dmiﬁﬁlﬁ}ﬁ Mongols into a unique
==+ homadic civilization.
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Carved head of Kul Tegin

The carved head of Kul Tegin (BR¥F2))was found in the Orkhon Valley
north of Khara Khorum. Kul was the younger brother of Bilga Khagan and
his most important military commander.

Sculpted marble head of the
Gokturk general Kul Tigin (8th
century).

Bilga Khaghan Stele
(B fnal>F)

This stele carved in runic letters and dating to ca.734
commemorates the life of Bilga Khagan, a Turkic leader who
created a powerful empire built upon Silk Road trade,
military strength and strategic diplomacy with Tibet and
China. The stele covered with runic lettering bears the first
account written in an indigenous script in Mongolia, telling
history from its own perspective.

Many military and political innovations credited to Genghis
Khan were probably borrowed from the earlier Turks or
their predecessors.



The Uyghur Khaganate [E55;TEl
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The Mongols later built their own capital , Khara Khorum, less than
a day’s ride on horse back from the ruins of the first Uyghur city,
Khar Balgas, and the inscribed stones of the Turks standing in the
Orkhon Valley. The Mongols would surpass these predecessors in
empire building because they were more effective at controlling
internal factional disputes and more innovative in developing
methods to rule sedentary societies.
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